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1
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE ASSEMBLED
USING TWO LEAD FRAMES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to semiconductor
devices and, more particularly, to a semiconductor device
assembled using two lead frames.

A quad flat package (QFP) semiconductor device is a semi-
conductor device with bent “gull wing” leads extending from
the semiconductor device. The bent leads make this type of
device easy to solder. A standard QFP semiconductor device
made with bent leads is assembled as shown in FIGS. 1A-1F,
described below in more detail.

FIG. 1A shows a die 104 die bonded to a lead frame 102
having leads 110. The die 104 is also electrically connected to
the lead frame 102 using bond wires 106. F1G. 1B shows the
die 104, bond wires 106, and part of the lead frame 102
encapsulated in a molding compound 108 with leads 110
extending outside of the molding compound 108.

Multiple semiconductor devices are manufactured
together on a one- or two-dimensional assembly of lead
frames called a lead frame array. FIG. 1C is a simplified
top-down view of a lead frame array 120 having encapsulated
dies 104. FIG. 1C is intended to indicate the relative spacing
between adjacent encapsulated dies 104 on the lead frame
array 120.

In FIG. 1D, singulation is performed by cutting through the
leads 110 using a saw or a laser. Singulation is when the
individual devices that are assembled on a single lead frame
array 120 are separated from one another. After singulation,
FIG. 1E shows the leads 110 being forced down to form the
bentleads 110 of FIG. 1F. As shown in FIG. 1F, the bent leads
110 extend outwardly from mid-portion 113, which is at or
near the middle of the device thickness of the formed semi-
conductor device 100.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention are illustrated by
way of example and are not limited by the accompanying
figures, in which like references indicate similar elements.
Elements in the figures are illustrated for simplicity and clar-
ity and have not necessarily been drawn to scale. For example,
the thicknesses of layers and regions may be exaggerated for
clarity.

FIGS. 1A-1B and 1D-1F show simplified cross-sectional
views of different stages in the assembly of a conventional
QFP semiconductor device, while FIG. 1C shows a simplified
top down view of alead frame array having encapsulated dies
before singulation;

FIGS. 2A and 2B show simplified top down views of lead
frame arrays, FIG. 2C shows a cut-away side view of FIG. 2B
taken along line 2C-2C of FIG. 2B, and FIGS. 2D-2G show
simplified cross-sectional side views of different stages in the
assembly of a semiconductor device in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 3 shows a simplified top-down view of a lead frame
array having encapsulated dies in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Detailed illustrative embodiments of the present invention
are disclosed herein. However, specific structural and func-
tional details disclosed herein are merely representative for
purposes of describing example embodiments of the present

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

invention. Embodiments of the present invention may be
embodied in many alternative forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to only the embodiments set forth herein.
Further, the terminology used herein is for the purpose of
describing particular embodiments only and is not intended to
be limiting of example embodiments of the invention.

As used herein, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the,” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the con-
text clearly indicates otherwise. It further will be understood
that the terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “has,” “having,”
“includes,” and/or “including” specify the presence of stated
features, steps, or components, but do not preclude the pres-
ence or addition of one or more other features, steps, or
components. It also should be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions/acts noted may occur out of
the order noted in the figures. For example, two figures shown
in succession may in fact be executed substantially concur-
rently or may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality/acts involved.

When semiconductor devices are constructed in the man-
ner described above with respect to FIGS. 1A-1F, the number
of semiconductor devices that can be manufactured in a lead
frame array are limited. Using the same lead frame array for
both mounting the die and forming the leads, as shown in FI1G.
1C, means that the number of dies that can be assembled on
the lead frame array is restricted due to the need for the same
lead frame array to also be used to form the leads.

Assembling the semiconductor devices in the manner of
FIGS. 1A-1F also increases the length of the process. Addi-
tional steps need to be performed in the formation of the bent
leads.

As used herein, a lead frame is a collection of metal leads
and possibly other elements (e.g., die paddles (also known as
die pads or die flags, power bars, etc.) that is used in semi-
conductor packaging for assembling a single packaged semi-
conductor device. Prior to assembly into a packaged device, a
lead frame may have support structures (e.g., forming a rect-
angular metal frame) that keep those elements in place. Dur-
ing the assembly process, the support structures may be
removed. As used herein, the term “lead frame” may be used
to refer to the collection of elements before assembly or after
assembly, regardless of the presence or absence of those
support structures.

There is a need to improve the assembly process of semi-
conductor devices while retaining the improved solderability
provided by having leads, such as bent “gull wing” leads. The
assembly process can be improved by using two lead frames
for each device: one for mounting the die(s) and one to pro-
vide the leads. Assembling semiconductor devices in this
manner increases the number of semiconductor devices that
can be assembled at one time using a one- or two-dimensional
lead frame array, while reducing the number of steps involved
in the process of making the semiconductor devices.

In one embodiment, the present invention is a method of
manufacturing a semiconductor device. The method com-
prises forming a sub-assembly comprising a die mounted on
a first lead frame. The method further comprises attaching a
second lead frame to the sub-assembly, wherein the second
lead frame provides leads for the packaged semiconductor.

FIG. 2A shows a simplified top down view of a first (2x2)
lead frame array 220 having four lead frames 202 made in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention. The lead
frame array 220 forms the structure on which dies and bond
wires are attached. The lead frame array 220 may be manu-
factured using an etching process. Using an etching process
makes the lead frame array thin and easy to cut during singu-
lation. In other embodiments, another process, such as stamp-
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ing, may be used to form the lead frame array. Lead frame
arrays may have more lead frames than that which is shown in
FIG. 2A, and the number of lead frames shown is simply for
the ease of explanation.

As shown in FIG. 2A, the lead frame array 220 comprises
lead frames 202 and support lead frame fingers 222 that
extend into the interior of each lead frame 202. The support
structures will eventually be removed during subsequent
device singulation. Each lead frame 202 will have a die that is
attached to the top surface 201 of some of the lead frame
fingers 222 during the assembly process.

FIG. 2B shows a simplified top down view of a second
(2x2) lead frame array 230 having four lead frames 212 made
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. The
second lead frame array 230 provides the leads for the final
assembled semiconductor devices. The lead frame array 230
is formed using a stamping process in order to form a flattened
lead frame array which then undergoes a bending process to
form bent “gull wing” leads 210, which are shown more
clearly in the cross-sectional view of FIG. 2C. It should be
understood that second lead frame arrays may be formed by
processes other than a stamping process. Additionally, while
bent leads are formed in the embodiment disclosed herein,
other types of leads may be formed depending upon the
semiconductor device being constructed.

As represented in FIG. 2B, the lead frames 212 of the lead
frame array 230 are interconnected and support leads 210.
During the subsequent singulation process, the support struc-
tures will be removed.

Second lead frame arrays may have more lead frames than
that which is shown in FIG. 2B. Each second lead frame 212
will be attached to a corresponding first lead frame, as dis-
cussed further below.

FIG. 2D shows first lead frames 202 after dies 204 have
been die bonded to the top surfaces 201 of the first lead frames
202. Dies 204 may be die bonded with conventional, electri-
cally insulating die-attach adhesive. Those skilled in the art
will understand that suitable alternative means, such as die-
attach tape, may be used to attach some or all of these dies.
The dies 204 are wire bonded to the first lead frames 202
using one or more bond wires 206. Bond wires 206 may be
formed from a different conductive material such as alumi-
num, gold, or copper, and may be either coated (i.e., insu-
lated) or uncoated (i.e., uninsulated). Note that, in alternative
embodiments, in addition to or instead of using bond wires, a
die may be electrically connected to the first lead frame using
flip-chip or other related techniques.

FIG. 2E shows wire bonded and die bonded dies 204
encapsulated in molding compound 208. The molding com-
pound 208 encapsulates the bond wires 206, the dies 204, the
top surfaces 201, and portions of the bottom surfaces 203 of
the lead frames 202. The molding compound 208 provides
protection for the components of the semiconductor device.
The molding compound 208 may be applied as a liquid poly-
mer, which is then cured to form a solid using UV or heat.
Alternatively, the molding compound 208 can be a solid that
is heated to form a liquid for application and then cooled in
place to form a solid encapsulant. Subsequently, heat may be
applied to cure the molding compound 208 to complete the
cross linking of the polymer. The molding compound 208
may be a plastic, an epoxy, a silica-filled resin, a ceramic, a
halide-free material or the like, or combinations thereof, as is
known in the art.

In FIG. 2F, the assembly of FIG. 2E with first lead frame
array 220 has been attached to the second lead frame array
230 of FIGS. 2B and 2C. The first lead frame array 220 is
attached to the second lead frame 230 by soldering the lead
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frames together using solder paste. The first and second lead
frames can also be attached using tape. In particular, the top
surface 211 of the second lead frame 212 is electrically
attached to the exposed bottom surface 203 of the first lead
frame 202, such that the bent leads 210 extend downward and
then outward from the bottom surface 203 of the first lead
frame 202.

After the attachment of the first lead frame array 220 to the
second lead frame array 230, the resulting sub-assembly
shown in FIG. 2F undergoes a singulation process, the results
of which are shown in FIG. 2G, where the sub-assembly is
sawed or subjected to laser cutting to form individual pack-
aged semiconductor devices 215. The bent leads 210 remain
extending beneath the bottom surface 203 of the first lead
frame 202 and do not extend beyond the perimeter 217 of the
packaged device 215. Note that, during singulation, lead
frames 202 of FIG. 2A and lead frames 212 of FIG. 2B are
removed, leaving the encapsulated lead frame fingers 222 and
attached leads 210 in place.

The process described above improves the assembly pro-
cess by not having the leads formed from the same lead frame
on which the die is bonded. By using a second lead frame for
the leads, the die may be mounted separately on a first lead
frame and the resulting sub-assembly mounted to the second
lead frame, thereby allowing more process time to be spent on
assembling the dies instead of using that machinery in form-
ing the leads.

Additionally, since room does not need to be reserved for
leads, the first lead frame array may be designed to receive
more dies per unit area than prior-art lead frames that do
reserve room for leads. FIG. 3 shows a lead frame array 320
having closely spaced dies 304 mounted thereon, made in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention. In compari-
son to the lead frame array 120 shown in FIG. 1C, more dies
304 are able to be mounted on a similarly dimensioned lead
frame.

In a conventional assembly process, dies are mounted and
encapsulated on a flat lead frame array, and the leads of that
lead frame array are not bent until the end of the assembly
process, for example, after singulation. As such, the number
of devices that can be assembled using a lead frame array of
a given length and width is a function of the lengths of the
unbent leads. Using two different lead frame arrays, i.e., afirst
lead frame to receive the dies and a second lead frame to
provide the leads, enables more devices to be assembled
within assembly machinery that can accommodate lead frame
arrays having a certain length and width, because the first lead
frame array that receives the dies can be configured based on
the lateral dimensions of the devices after the leads are bent.
In this way, more devices can be assembled at a time using
assembly machinery that has the same size as assembly
machinery used for the prior-art assembly process. Depend-
ing on the particular implementation, the same prior-art
assembly machinery can be used to assemble more devices at
a time using the method of the present invention.

Also, this improved process of assembling the semicon-
ductor devices described above is able to be accomplished
without sacrificing the improved solderability provided by
having leads.

By now, it should be appreciated that there has been pro-
vided an improved semiconductor device and an improved
method of making such packaged semiconductor devices.
Circuit details are not disclosed because knowledge thereof is
not required for a complete understanding of the invention.

Although the invention has been described using relative
terms such as ” “out,” “top,” “bottom,” “over,”

“down,
“above,” “under” and the like in the description and in the
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claims, such terms are used for descriptive purposes and not
necessarily for describing permanent relative positions. It is
understood that the terms so used are interchangeable under
appropriate circumstances such that the embodiments of the
invention described herein are, for example, capable of opera-
tion in other orientations than those illustrated or otherwise
described herein.

Unless stated otherwise, terms such as “first” and “second”
are used to arbitrarily distinguish between the elements such
terms describe. Thus, these terms are not necessarily intended
to indicate temporal or other prioritization of such elements.
Further, the use of introductory phrases such as “at least one”
and “one or more” in the claims should not be construed to
imply that the introduction of another claim element by the
indefinite articles “a” or “an” limits any particular claim
containing such introduced claim element to inventions con-
taining only one such element, even when the same claim
includes the introductory phrases “one or more™ or “at least
one” and indefinite articles such as “a” or “an.” The same
holds true for the use of definite articles.

Although the invention is described herein with reference
to specific embodiments, various modifications and changes
can be made without departing from the scope of the present
invention as set forth in the claims below. Accordingly, the
specification and figures are to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than a restrictive sense, and all such modifications are
intended to be included within the scope of the present inven-
tion. Any benefits, advantages, or solutions to problems that
are described herein with regard to specific embodiments are
not intended to be construed as a critical, required, or essential
feature or element of any or all the claims.

It should be understood that the steps of the exemplary
methods set forth herein are not necessarily required to be
performed in the order described, and the order of the steps of
such methods should be understood to be merely exemplary.
Likewise, additional steps may be included in such methods,
and certain steps may be omitted or combined, in methods
consistent with various embodiments of the invention.

Although the elements in the following method claims, if
any, are recited in a particular sequence with corresponding
labeling, unless the claim recitations otherwise imply a par-
ticular sequence for implementing some or all of those ele-
ments, those elements are not necessarily intended to be
limited to being implemented in that particular sequence.

In this specification including any claims, the term “each”
may be used to refer to one or more specified characteristics
of a plurality of previously recited elements or steps. When

6

used with the open-ended term “comprising,” the recitation of

the term “each” does not exclude additional, unrecited ele-

ments or steps. Thus, it will be understood that an apparatus

may have additional, unrecited elements and a method may
5 have additional, unrecited steps, where the additional, unre-
cited elements or steps do not have the one or more specified
characteristics.

Reference herein to “one embodiment” or “an embodi-
ment” means that a particular feature, structure, or character-
istic described in connection with the embodiment can be
included in at least one embodiment of the invention. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment, nor are separate or alternative embodi-
ments necessarily mutually exclusive of other embodiments.
The same applies to the term “implementation.”

The embodiments covered by the claims in this application
are limited to embodiments that (1) are enabled by this speci-
fication and (2) correspond to statutory subject matter. Non-
enabled embodiments and embodiments that correspond to
non-statutory subject matter are explicitly disclaimed even if
they fall within the scope of the claims.
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1. A packaged semiconductor device, comprising:

a first lead frame;

a die mounted on the first lead frame;

a second lead frame attached to the first lead frame,
wherein the second lead frame provides gull wing leads
for the packaged semiconductor device, wherein the gull
wing leads are bent, and do not extend beyond a perim-
eter of the packaged semiconductor device.

2. The packaged semiconductor device of claim 1,

wherein:

the die is die bonded on the first lead frame and electrically
connected to the first lead frame with bond wires; and

the die and the bond wires are encapsulated within a mold-
ing compound.

3. The packaged semiconductor device of claim 1,

wherein:

the die is mounted to a top surface of the first lead frame;
and

the second lead frame is attached to a bottom surface of the
first lead frame.
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